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As known, several people claim that e-books are the home windows for the globe. It does not suggest that
getting book Mad Princes Of Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early Modern German History) By H. C.
Erik Midelfort will certainly suggest that you could purchase this world. Just for joke! Checking out an e-
book Mad Princes Of Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early Modern German History) By H. C. Erik
Midelfort will opened up a person to assume far better, to keep smile, to captivate themselves, and to
encourage the understanding. Every e-book additionally has their particular to affect the viewers. Have you
recognized why you read this Mad Princes Of Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early Modern German
History) By H. C. Erik Midelfort for?

From Publishers Weekly
With Michel Foucault's Madness and Civilization in 1961, the study of madness became an ever more
popular lens through which to view societal norms. In his short but well-researched and entertaining book,
Midelfort, a professor of history at the University of Virginia, focuses on princes because they are better
documented than other folk; Germany because it had many princes; and the Renaissance because new, more
centralized governments were increasingly dependent on the person of the hereditary ruler for legitimacy. At
the beginning of the 16th century, a mad prince like Landgrave Wilhelm I of Hesse might simply be locked
away in a castle with little or no treatment. But by the mid-16th century, treatment was becoming common--
not that it seemed likely to help. Most medical practitioners treated madness by trying to balance the
proportion of black bile associated with melancholy. The initial protocol was fairly benign--sleep, fresh air,
sunlight, exercise, cheerful servants--but thereafter livelier measures could include applying the entrails of a
freshly killed snow-white dog to the head or administering a drink of powdered pearls. Reluctantly, a
follower of Paracelsus (1493-1541) might be allowed to try his hand with various chemicals, or, very rarely,
an exorcist called in. In anecdote and analysis, Midelfort cunningly cooks up a heady brew of medicine,
religion, psychiatry, power, sex and pathos. Illustrations.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Midelfort ( The Great Cat Massacre , Random, 1985) writes about "mad princes" with the aim of answering
three questions: How did courtly medicine change in the 16th century, particularly in reference to the
treatment of mental illness? How did madness cause state crises? How can we document madness among
German princes of the 16th century? On questions one and three he does admirably, but the answer to
question two is a bit contrived, i.e., he sees madness as a cause of the Thirty Years' War. Well documented
from primary sources, this work features interesting historical research, though the sampling is a bit small
and generalizations a bit large. Recommended for academic libraries.
- Harry Willems, Kansas Lib. System, Iola
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.



From Kirkus Reviews
A history of insanity among German royals from about 1450 to 1630, by the author of Witch Hunting in
Southwestern Germany, 1562-1684 (not reviewed). During the Renaissance, madness was a catchall term
that made little differentiation among melancholy, mania, furor, and all types of mental maladjustment. Nor
were doctors eager to displease relatives of mad royals by defining mental illness so acutely as to upset the
family. ``In an effort to use state records to shed light on the history of courtly medicine, state crises, and
madness in early modern Europe,'' Midelfort analyzes documents handed down by Renaissance historians
and diagnoses many demented princes--and a handful of princesses. The question of whether suicidal,
despairing, sexually voracious Anna of Saxony was basically sinful or sick makes clear the split between
medical and moral discourse in treating the insane. Doctors then thought madness stemmed from a blow to
the head, brain fever, congenital deficiencies, humoral imbalances, even demonic possession. Their
diagnoses could be quite specific in describing needed changes of diet (``abstain from the flesh of stags, wild
boar, hare, swine, swamp birds, starlings, quail, and fish that [have] no scales''). Often, the afflicted royals
were less likely to be treated than removed from power and put in dehumanizing confinement, thus avoiding
a constitutional or dynastic crisis. Many striking figures foam over the page and inveigh against shadows,
while Midelfort charts the rational human mind attempting to weigh the darkness. Even so, more academic
than popular. -- Copyright ©1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.
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Mad Princes Of Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early Modern German History) By H. C. Erik
Midelfort. Reviewing makes you much better. That states? Lots of sensible words state that by reading, your
life will certainly be a lot better. Do you think it? Yeah, prove it. If you require the book Mad Princes Of
Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early Modern German History) By H. C. Erik Midelfort to review to
confirm the smart words, you could visit this page perfectly. This is the site that will offer all guides that
probably you require. Are the book's collections that will make you really feel interested to review? One of
them here is the Mad Princes Of Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early Modern German History) By H. C.
Erik Midelfort that we will suggest.

The factor of why you could obtain and get this Mad Princes Of Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early
Modern German History) By H. C. Erik Midelfort earlier is that this is the book in soft data type. You could
read the books Mad Princes Of Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early Modern German History) By H. C.
Erik Midelfort wherever you really want even you remain in the bus, workplace, residence, and also various
other places. Yet, you may not have to move or bring guide Mad Princes Of Renaissance Germany (Studies
In Early Modern German History) By H. C. Erik Midelfort print anywhere you go. So, you won't have much
heavier bag to carry. This is why your choice to make much better idea of reading Mad Princes Of
Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early Modern German History) By H. C. Erik Midelfort is truly valuable
from this situation.

Understanding the way ways to get this book Mad Princes Of Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early
Modern German History) By H. C. Erik Midelfort is additionally valuable. You have remained in best
website to start getting this information. Get the Mad Princes Of Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early
Modern German History) By H. C. Erik Midelfort web link that we offer right here and also see the web link.
You could order guide Mad Princes Of Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early Modern German History) By
H. C. Erik Midelfort or get it when possible. You can swiftly download this Mad Princes Of Renaissance
Germany (Studies In Early Modern German History) By H. C. Erik Midelfort after obtaining offer. So, when
you need guide promptly, you could straight get it. It's so easy and so fats, right? You must favor to by doing
this.

http://bookpeace.com/site-ebook/0813915015
http://bookpeace.com/site-ebook/0813915015


MAD PRINCES OF RENAISSANCE GERMANY (STUDIES IN
EARLY MODERN GERMAN HISTORY) BY H. C. ERIK

MIDELFORT PDF

During the sixteenth century close to thirty German dukes, landgraves, and counts, plus one Holy Roman
emperor, were known as mad- so mentally disordered that serious steps had to be taken to remove them from
office or to obtain medical care for them. This book is the first study these princes, and a few princesses, as a
group in context. The result is a flood of new light on the history of Renaissance medicine and of psychiatry,
on German politics and in the century of Reformation, and on the shifting Renaissance definitions of
madness.
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From Publishers Weekly
With Michel Foucault's Madness and Civilization in 1961, the study of madness became an ever more
popular lens through which to view societal norms. In his short but well-researched and entertaining book,
Midelfort, a professor of history at the University of Virginia, focuses on princes because they are better
documented than other folk; Germany because it had many princes; and the Renaissance because new, more
centralized governments were increasingly dependent on the person of the hereditary ruler for legitimacy. At
the beginning of the 16th century, a mad prince like Landgrave Wilhelm I of Hesse might simply be locked
away in a castle with little or no treatment. But by the mid-16th century, treatment was becoming common--
not that it seemed likely to help. Most medical practitioners treated madness by trying to balance the
proportion of black bile associated with melancholy. The initial protocol was fairly benign--sleep, fresh air,
sunlight, exercise, cheerful servants--but thereafter livelier measures could include applying the entrails of a
freshly killed snow-white dog to the head or administering a drink of powdered pearls. Reluctantly, a
follower of Paracelsus (1493-1541) might be allowed to try his hand with various chemicals, or, very rarely,
an exorcist called in. In anecdote and analysis, Midelfort cunningly cooks up a heady brew of medicine,
religion, psychiatry, power, sex and pathos. Illustrations.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal



Midelfort ( The Great Cat Massacre , Random, 1985) writes about "mad princes" with the aim of answering
three questions: How did courtly medicine change in the 16th century, particularly in reference to the
treatment of mental illness? How did madness cause state crises? How can we document madness among
German princes of the 16th century? On questions one and three he does admirably, but the answer to
question two is a bit contrived, i.e., he sees madness as a cause of the Thirty Years' War. Well documented
from primary sources, this work features interesting historical research, though the sampling is a bit small
and generalizations a bit large. Recommended for academic libraries.
- Harry Willems, Kansas Lib. System, Iola
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
A history of insanity among German royals from about 1450 to 1630, by the author of Witch Hunting in
Southwestern Germany, 1562-1684 (not reviewed). During the Renaissance, madness was a catchall term
that made little differentiation among melancholy, mania, furor, and all types of mental maladjustment. Nor
were doctors eager to displease relatives of mad royals by defining mental illness so acutely as to upset the
family. ``In an effort to use state records to shed light on the history of courtly medicine, state crises, and
madness in early modern Europe,'' Midelfort analyzes documents handed down by Renaissance historians
and diagnoses many demented princes--and a handful of princesses. The question of whether suicidal,
despairing, sexually voracious Anna of Saxony was basically sinful or sick makes clear the split between
medical and moral discourse in treating the insane. Doctors then thought madness stemmed from a blow to
the head, brain fever, congenital deficiencies, humoral imbalances, even demonic possession. Their
diagnoses could be quite specific in describing needed changes of diet (``abstain from the flesh of stags, wild
boar, hare, swine, swamp birds, starlings, quail, and fish that [have] no scales''). Often, the afflicted royals
were less likely to be treated than removed from power and put in dehumanizing confinement, thus avoiding
a constitutional or dynastic crisis. Many striking figures foam over the page and inveigh against shadows,
while Midelfort charts the rational human mind attempting to weigh the darkness. Even so, more academic
than popular. -- Copyright ©1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Most helpful customer reviews

5 of 7 people found the following review helpful.
Frivolous title; scholarly data
By Virginia E. Demarce
The piece de resistance of this book has to be the theological memorandum concerning the mental condition
of the Duke of Prussia which begins with the unfortunate Osiandrian sympathies displayed by his parents
prior to his birth and their possible contribution to the current situation. The majority of the
recommendations, however, came from physicians and were medical rather than theological.
It's solidly researched -- if anything, one would have wished more detail on some of the episodes, such as
that of the Duke of Saxe-Weimar in the bath house.

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful.
Unusual and thought-provoking
By A Customer
Although the title initially almost seems like a parody of historical research on incredibly arcane topics (and,
as Midelfort points out, there is no particular reasons to believe that Renaissance German royalty were more
prone to insanity than anyone else, inbreeding not withstanding), the book in fact uses the unusually high
levels of documentation available on these individuals to create a fascinating and detailed study, not only of
the medical and religious treatment of insanity during this period, but also of the political implications when
a monarch or his heir became "unfit" to rule.



6 of 6 people found the following review helpful.
A detailed book about an hitherto unexplored subject
By J. N. W. Bos
This is the book that inspired me for starting my Mad Monarchs Series ([...] Before I found this book, I had
often seen references to "the last mad Duke of Cleves, married to a sister of the last mad Duke of Prussia".
This book has finally shed some light on that odd pair of Dukes.
The first part of the book focuses on the early 16th century, when mental problems was not regarded as an
illness and melancholic Princes were locked up and often neglected. Sometimes they were exorcised. The
cases described are, among others, Princes of Hesse, Saxony and Baden. William the Younger of Brunswick
is the 1st Prince whose mental state is described in more detail, because unique reports have survived: "He
ran out into the streets of Celle half-dressed, [..] spoke unintelligibly and gestured weirdly". He was actually
treated by doctors.
The second part of the book describes Albrecht Friedrich of Prussia, Rudolf II of Austria and the last Dukes
of Cleves in more detail. Midelfort describes detailed accounts of their mental and medical conditions and
the doctor's crude attempts to cure them.
The book is a serious and detailed study of 16th century Princes that were described by their contemporaries
as "melancholic" or locked up as being "mad". Black and white images of most of the described mad Princes
and Princesses are included. An unique book about an unique subject!

See all 6 customer reviews...
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From Publishers Weekly
With Michel Foucault's Madness and Civilization in 1961, the study of madness became an ever more
popular lens through which to view societal norms. In his short but well-researched and entertaining book,
Midelfort, a professor of history at the University of Virginia, focuses on princes because they are better
documented than other folk; Germany because it had many princes; and the Renaissance because new, more
centralized governments were increasingly dependent on the person of the hereditary ruler for legitimacy. At
the beginning of the 16th century, a mad prince like Landgrave Wilhelm I of Hesse might simply be locked
away in a castle with little or no treatment. But by the mid-16th century, treatment was becoming common--
not that it seemed likely to help. Most medical practitioners treated madness by trying to balance the
proportion of black bile associated with melancholy. The initial protocol was fairly benign--sleep, fresh air,
sunlight, exercise, cheerful servants--but thereafter livelier measures could include applying the entrails of a
freshly killed snow-white dog to the head or administering a drink of powdered pearls. Reluctantly, a
follower of Paracelsus (1493-1541) might be allowed to try his hand with various chemicals, or, very rarely,
an exorcist called in. In anecdote and analysis, Midelfort cunningly cooks up a heady brew of medicine,
religion, psychiatry, power, sex and pathos. Illustrations.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Midelfort ( The Great Cat Massacre , Random, 1985) writes about "mad princes" with the aim of answering
three questions: How did courtly medicine change in the 16th century, particularly in reference to the
treatment of mental illness? How did madness cause state crises? How can we document madness among
German princes of the 16th century? On questions one and three he does admirably, but the answer to
question two is a bit contrived, i.e., he sees madness as a cause of the Thirty Years' War. Well documented
from primary sources, this work features interesting historical research, though the sampling is a bit small
and generalizations a bit large. Recommended for academic libraries.
- Harry Willems, Kansas Lib. System, Iola
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
A history of insanity among German royals from about 1450 to 1630, by the author of Witch Hunting in
Southwestern Germany, 1562-1684 (not reviewed). During the Renaissance, madness was a catchall term



that made little differentiation among melancholy, mania, furor, and all types of mental maladjustment. Nor
were doctors eager to displease relatives of mad royals by defining mental illness so acutely as to upset the
family. ``In an effort to use state records to shed light on the history of courtly medicine, state crises, and
madness in early modern Europe,'' Midelfort analyzes documents handed down by Renaissance historians
and diagnoses many demented princes--and a handful of princesses. The question of whether suicidal,
despairing, sexually voracious Anna of Saxony was basically sinful or sick makes clear the split between
medical and moral discourse in treating the insane. Doctors then thought madness stemmed from a blow to
the head, brain fever, congenital deficiencies, humoral imbalances, even demonic possession. Their
diagnoses could be quite specific in describing needed changes of diet (``abstain from the flesh of stags, wild
boar, hare, swine, swamp birds, starlings, quail, and fish that [have] no scales''). Often, the afflicted royals
were less likely to be treated than removed from power and put in dehumanizing confinement, thus avoiding
a constitutional or dynastic crisis. Many striking figures foam over the page and inveigh against shadows,
while Midelfort charts the rational human mind attempting to weigh the darkness. Even so, more academic
than popular. -- Copyright ©1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

As known, several people claim that e-books are the home windows for the globe. It does not suggest that
getting book Mad Princes Of Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early Modern German History) By H. C.
Erik Midelfort will certainly suggest that you could purchase this world. Just for joke! Checking out an e-
book Mad Princes Of Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early Modern German History) By H. C. Erik
Midelfort will opened up a person to assume far better, to keep smile, to captivate themselves, and to
encourage the understanding. Every e-book additionally has their particular to affect the viewers. Have you
recognized why you read this Mad Princes Of Renaissance Germany (Studies In Early Modern German
History) By H. C. Erik Midelfort for?


