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The Makioka Sisters By Junichiro Tanizaki. The established technology, nowadays assist every little
thing the human needs. It consists of the day-to-day activities, jobs, office, amusement, and also much more.
Among them is the fantastic net connection and also computer system. This condition will certainly alleviate
you to sustain one of your hobbies, reading routine. So, do you have going to review this e-book The
Makioka Sisters By Junichiro Tanizaki now?

Amazon.com Review

The four Makioka sisters lead very complicated, strenuous lives, although on the surface nothing much ever
happens to them. Part of a fading Japanese aristocracy in the years leading up to World War |1, they cannot
escape the wide net of the family name--something always brings them back to the reality of "being a
Makioka." Running out of money, living in falling-apart houses, growing older beneath the sunlight of the
modern world, they do their best to preserve the rituals of the past. The two older sisters work diligently to
arrange a marriage for the third sister, Y ukiko. Desperate to find someone to take care of her, they keep
lowering their standards. One night they find themselves out with a drunk, selfish crackpot who has no
money, but who is supposed to be related to a man who works for an important utility company. The fact that
he is even acandidate for their sister's hand is asign of how far they have fallen.

There are other signsin this remarkable, utterly compelling Japanese epic. At one point, aflood overwhelms
their small town of Osaka. The youngest sister, Taeko, is having tea at the impeccably decorated home where
her sewing teacher, Mrs. Tamaki, lives with her son Hiroshi. When the rain first appears beneath the door,
the three were still rather enjoying themselves, shouting at each other in the best of spirits. They all had a
good laugh when Hiroshi, reaching to grab the briefcase in which he had brought home his school books,
bumped his head on the bobbing radio. But after perhaps a half hour, there came a moment when the three
fell silent. Almost immediately, Taeko remembered afterwards, the water was above her waist. As she
clutched at a curtain, a picture fell from over her head; the curtain had probably brushed against it. It was a
picture Mrs. Tamaki was especially fond of. Junichiro Tanizaki wrestled throughout his career with the idea
of a country where tribes of aristocrats live as relics, grasping at the past through gestures, manners, small
and intricate private laws. The narrative suspense of The Makioka Sisters is rooted in this single-minded
nostalgia, this strict attention to the details of domestic life as the outer world becomes more and more
incomprehensible. Pages are devoted to musing about whether Y ukiko should "risk" meeting a potential
husband when there is a spot above her eye--maybe she should play it safe and go to the doctor about it;
maybe the potential husband will interpret it as bad luck. Tanizaki manages to make the struggle over this
small, dark spot wildly compelling. | could not sleep until | discovered its fate.

If epic literature is based in the dramatic and forward-moving narrative of a male hero's journey, The
Makioka Sisters is a female epic of inaction--trying to figure out what to wear, crying for no reason at the
same time every afternoon. With each perilous, pathetic step, the sisters are heroes setting out for the new
world. They're like Odysseus, except without the ship and without the sea. --Emily White



Review
Praise for Junichiro Tanizaki's The Makioka Sisters

“A masterpiece of great beauty and quality.” —Chicago Tribune

“Skillfully and subtly, Tanizaki brushes in a delicate picture of a gentle world that no longer exists.” —San
Francisco Chronicle

Language Notes
Text: English (trandation)
Original Language: Japanese
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The Makioka Sisters By Junichiro Tanizaki Actually, book is truly a home window to the world. Also lots
of people could not such as reading publications; guides will certainly still provide the exact details
concerning reality, fiction, experience, adventure, politic, religion, and also more. We are here aweb site that
provides compilations of publications greater than guide store. Why? We provide you bunches of varieties of
connect to obtain the book The Makioka Sisters By Junichiro Tanizaki On is as you need this The Makioka
Sisters By Junichiro Tanizaki Y ou could locate this publication quickly right here.

To get over the trouble, we now provide you the innovation to obtain guide The Makioka Ssters By
Junichiro Tanizaki not in a thick printed data. Yeah, checking out The Makioka Sisters By Junichiro
Tanizaki by on-line or getting the soft-file just to read could be one of the methods to do. Y ou may not feel
that checking out a book The Makioka Sisters By Junichiro Tanizaki will certainly work for you. However,
in some terms, May people effective are those that have reading practice, included this sort of this The
Makioka Sisters By Junichiro Tanizaki

By soft documents of guide The Makioka Sisters By Junichiro Tanizaki to read, you may not reguire to bring
the thick prints almost everywhere you go. At any time you have ready to check out The Makioka Sisters By
Junichiro Tanizaki, you can open your gadget to review this publication The Makioka Sisters By Junichiro
Tanizaki in soft documents system. So simple as well as fast! Checking out the soft data publication The
Makioka Sisters By Junichiro Tanizaki will certainly give you easy means to read. It could also be faster
because you could review your e-book The Makioka Sisters By Junichiro Tanizaki everywhere you desire.
This on the internet The Makioka Sisters By Junichiro Tanizaki can be a referred e-book that you can
appreciate the remedy of life.
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Junichir? Tanizaki’s magisterial evocation of a proud Osaka family in decline during the years immediately
before World War Il is arguably the greatest Japanese novel of the twentieth century and a classic of
international literature.

Tsuruko, the eldest sister of the once-wealthy Makioka family, clings obstinately to the prestige of her family
name even as her husband prepares to move their household to Tokyo, where that name means nothing.
Sachiko compromises valiantly to secure the future of her younger sisters. The shy, unmarried Yukiko is a
hostage to her family’ s exacting standards, while the spirited Taeko rebels by flinging herself into scandalous
romantic alliances and dreaming of studying fashion design in France. Filled with vignettes of a vanishing
way of life, The Makioka Sisters is a poignant yet unsparing portrait of a family—and an entire
society—sliding into the abyss of modernity. It possesses in abundance the keen social insight and
unabashed sensuality that distinguish Tanizaki as a master novelist.
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The four Makioka sisters lead very complicated, strenuous lives, although on the surface nothing much ever
happens to them. Part of a fading Japanese aristocracy in the years leading up to World War |1, they cannot
escape the wide net of the family name--something always brings them back to the reality of "being a
Makioka." Running out of money, living in falling-apart houses, growing older beneath the sunlight of the
modern world, they do their best to preserve the rituals of the past. The two older sisters work diligently to
arrange a marriage for the third sister, Y ukiko. Desperate to find someone to take care of her, they keep
lowering their standards. One night they find themselves out with a drunk, selfish crackpot who has no
money, but who is supposed to be related to a man who works for an important utility company. The fact that
he is even a candidate for their sister's hand is a sign of how far they have fallen.

There are other signsin this remarkable, utterly compelling Japanese epic. At one point, a flood overwhelms



their small town of Osaka. The youngest sister, Taeko, is having tea at the impeccably decorated home where
her sewing teacher, Mrs. Tamaki, lives with her son Hiroshi. When the rain first appears beneath the door,
the three were still rather enjoying themselves, shouting at each other in the best of spirits. They all had a
good laugh when Hiroshi, reaching to grab the briefcase in which he had brought home his school books,
bumped his head on the bobbing radio. But after perhaps a half hour, there came a moment when the three
fell silent. Almost immediately, Taeko remembered afterwards, the water was above her waist. As she
clutched at a curtain, a picture fell from over her head; the curtain had probably brushed against it. It was a
picture Mrs. Tamaki was especially fond of. Junichiro Tanizaki wrestled throughout his career with the idea
of a country where tribes of aristocrats live as relics, grasping at the past through gestures, manners, small
and intricate private laws. The narrative suspense of The Makioka Sisters is rooted in this single-minded
nostalgia, this strict attention to the details of domestic life as the outer world becomes more and more
incomprehensible. Pages are devoted to musing about whether Y ukiko should "risk" meeting a potential
husband when there is a spot above her eye--maybe she should play it safe and go to the doctor about it;
maybe the potential husband will interpret it as bad luck. Tanizaki manages to make the struggle over this
small, dark spot wildly compelling. | could not sleep until | discovered its fate.

If epic literature is based in the dramatic and forward-moving narrative of a male hero's journey, The
Makioka Sisters is a female epic of inaction--trying to figure out what to wear, crying for no reason at the
same time every afternoon. With each perilous, pathetic step, the sisters are heroes setting out for the new
world. They're like Odysseus, except without the ship and without the sea. --Emily White
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Most helpful customer reviews

67 of 70 people found the following review helpful.

Theworldinagrain of sand

By Phillip Kay

The Makioka Sisters (Sasame Y uki, Light Snow), first published in 1948, was written by Junichiro Tanizaki
(1886-1965). Tanizaki wrote The Makioka Sisters after translating the Tale of Genji into modern Japanese
and the Murasaki novel is said to have influenced his own. It tells of the declining years of the once powerful
Makioka family and their last descendants, four sisters. It has been translated by Edward G. Seidensticker in
1957. Powerfully realistic, it mourns the passing of greatness while celebrating in wonderfully evocative
detail the beauty of a particular time and place, Osaka in the 1930s. In its creation of beauty out of sadnessit
can be compared to another family saga, The Maias (1888), by the Portuguese master Eca de Queiroz (1845-
1900).

Why isthislong book, largely concerned with trivial family procedures, one of the finest novels written? It is
not concerned with great events, causes or philosophies. It has little concern with the war Japan was fighting
with China, and then the USA, when the book was first published. Indeed its characters don't think about the



war, and in a positive way, which doesn't trivialise their concerns at all (most people in fact don't think about
the reasons for awar: perhaps it's better that way). This doesn't mean the book is escapist or superficial, just
as the concern with women's lifestyle, dress, makeup, etiquette or social vanity make it something written
just for women (books and films were once made - by men - to capitalise on what were considered women's
'little' concerns). Tanizaki does that wonderful thing a great artist can do, he finds the universal in the most
exact examination of the particular, and makes a work of relevance to us all. Read another family saga, The
Brothers Karamazov (1880) and my candidate for the greatest novel yet written (though I'm more than
cynical about the word 'great’) and marvel at the many routes artists find to the universal.

My review is impossibly partial: The Makioka Sisters is the most beautiful novel I've ever read. The
language (translation) is so smooth and flowing, the characters and situations so gentle and muted, yet
precise and meaningful, that reading the book is like seeing the universe in adrop of water - you see, which
is moving, and awareness of where and how you see brings amazement and then areal pleasure.

In this beautiful book the characters have a greater degree of reality than many real people - Tanizaki is a
great master of characterisation. | know more about them than | do about most of the people | know. It is
done by the accumulation of enormous amounts of detail, but detail which, trivial though it may appear, is
just right. The result is the creation of a most ethereal and delicate beauty, a lovely world crumbling to
extinction yet all the more precious because of itsinevitable passing away.

Sachiko, the second sister and her husband Teinosuke are that rare achievement, a convincing depiction of
really good and admirable people, though in no way heroic. They are very ordinary people, but their
goodness, their little troubles and worries, their faults, even weaknesses, all serve to charm and captivate. Of
all the characters in the book these two are the loveliest. It isareal affirmation of humanity to have created
two such kind and gentle and sensitive people, and to have made them so real and convincing.

The careworn life of Tsuruko (first sister), the hesitations of Y ukiko (third sister), the unhappiness of Tagko
(Koi-san, fourth sister) all gain from contrast with the stability and happiness of Sachiko and Teinosuke. And
what an evocation of the old ways of Japan. Changing rapidly even as Tanizaki writes of them.

Detail by detail - Etsuko's games with the German girl Rosemarie, Itakura's leather coat, the 'old one', Koi-
san's mimicry and mingled love and resentment of Yukiko...there are literally thousands of details.
Teinosuke's love of Spring in his garden, the vitamin injections the sisters take, the forthrightness of Itani -
al, everyone, is so precise, not random at all, chosen to evoke mood, reveal character, show milieu.

So powerful and evocative has the book been - yet nothing really happens, except to Koi-san. The war
approaches, the old Japan changes, Y ukiko gets married - unforgettable!

I've seen advertised a TV serialisation of The Makioka Sisters, but can't imagine how it could succeed. So
much of the book's effect is through language. Visually, certain scenes stand out, such as the cherry blossom
viewing or the flood. The narrative though is largely uneventful, small actions that dramatically and
convincingly reveal acharacter's state of mind, early history or personality.

Written with love, a strong love of people and place, the book creates love in the reader. Because of Tanizaki
| have loved Osaka in the late 1930s and have learned to treasure and respect its people. For those hesitating
to undertake reading such a 'Japanese’ work as The Makioka Sisters there is the perfect bridging novel The
Wind-up Bird Chronicle (Ngjimaki-dori kuronikuru, 1995) by Haruki Murakami, which does mention the
war - and Charlie Parker and 'hard-boiled' detective stories and Jungian archetypes and the surreal: aroller
coaster of anovel and one of the best as well.



0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.

The end of an era story in Japan

By Mary Ann Marko

The tranglation had only a few minor glitches. Usually | forgot | was reading atranslation. Although it was
nearly 500 pages, it was constructed with short chapters which gave it many good stopping points. | read it
slowly which matched the pace of the writing. There was so much of the story in the long inner thoughts of
the characters. Each sister was distinct so | had no confusion as to which one | was reading about. Some of
the descriptions were so real that | can recall them easily. The depiction of the cherry blossom festival itself
was worth the price of the book.

| read the book with the sad knowledge that all this (1936 - 1941) was to radically change in a very short
time. The book though does not have any feeling of dread for coming events. It is a lovely book by an
obviously great writer. | can see why it is considered an international classic. The book itself, a selection
from Everyman's was a joy to hold. The pages are silky and there is an attached bookmark made of black
ribbon. For someone who likes to immerse themselves into long story of a rather short time span with
credible people caught in history, thisis a perfect book.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.

could be edited better...some typos etc....faulty trand ation work?

By cwh

very enjoyable read However there are a few typos or imperfect trand ation/editing that can make it difficult
to understand. kind of disturbing. otherwise very sweet read.

See all 73 customer reviews...
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Due to the fact that e-book The Makioka Sisters By Junichiro Tanizaki has excellent benefits to read, lots of
people now expand to have reading habit. Sustained by the industrialized modern technology, nowadays, it is
simple to get the e-book The Makioka Sisters By Junichiro Tanizaki Even guide is not areadied existing yet
in the marketplace, you to look for in this web site. As what you can discover of this The Makioka Sisters By
Junichiro Tanizaki It will actually ease you to be the very first one reading this e-book The M akioka Sisters
By Junichiro Tanizaki as well as get the advantages.
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